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How to Find Good Search Terms 
This handout will show you how to find good search terms and EBSCOhost is a great database that can help 
you do this.  Once you get ready to start searching you will need to know how to search by subject and 
keyword.  To learn how to do this, see our video tutorials “Searching Techniques – EBSCOhost” and “Searching 
Techniques – ProQuest.”  You can find this listed under the Library’s web page - Getting Research Help => 
Tutorials or you can find these tutorials under the Help Now link in the left navigation bar of your course.   

 

1. First write out your topic – Example:  “What are the benefits of job satisfaction?”   
 

2. Look for the search terms (or keywords) that best describe your topic –  
Example:  benefits & job satisfaction 
 

3. Then click on the “Search all EBSCOhost Databases” link in the QuickLinks box on the Find Articles and 
More web page to help you expand your search terms.   

 

 

 
NOTE:  You can use the terms, “benefits” & “job satisfaction” to begin searching the database, but depending 
on your topic there might not be a lot written about that topic, or your search terms are not the terms the 
databases are using for that particular subject.  For example, you may want to write about “diversity” but the 
databases may be using the word, “multiculturalism” instead or in addition to the term “diversity.” 

  

http://rockies.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Searching+Techniques+EBSCOhost/0_21cycunj/35033642
http://rockies.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Searching+TechniquesA+ProQuest/0_4203z8yc/35033642
http://rockies.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Searching+TechniquesA+ProQuest/0_4203z8yc/35033642
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4. Type in “benefits” (without quotation marks) into the first search box.  Then type in “job satisfaction” (with 
or without quotation marks – if you use the quotation marks, it will search for only the words together) 
and click on Search. 

 

 

 

5. Once you get some results, take a look at the titles of the articles.  If they are what you are looking for, 
then take a look at the Subject area in each article.  It is a good idea to start jotting down the different 
search terms in a notebook.  When are searching for articles, the best way to search is by making many 
different combinations of search terms.  By looking at the Subject area under each article you can find 
many more terms to help with your searching.   
 

 
 
 

6. However, another area you can find more search terms is by using the links on the left side of the 
EBSCOhost search page.  These links will help you find other terms for searching your topic, but it also 
allows you to narrow your search by searching maybe by a specific population or maybe you are looking 
for only quantitative articles, then you can search by Methodology.  
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7. Let’s go ahead and click on Limit by Subject Thesaurus Term.  Click on the Show More link so you can see 
the entire list. 

 

 



 

 
If you need additional help or have questions please contact the Librarians!  
E-mail: uorlibrary@rockies.edu Phone: 800-901-3360 (toll free)  

 

   

 

 

8. Now let’s look to see what other keywords we can use to find out what the benefits of job satisfaction are. 

 

 

 

9. You can see that there are quite a few different search terms that would help us find more articles on the 
benefits of job satisfaction, such as employee – attitudes, employee retention, employee motivation, etc.  
You will see of the right under Hit Count the number of articles that are on these particular topic.  For 
example this list is telling us that there are 800 articles about employee fringe benefits and only 274 
articles on employee motivation.  You can click on the link and it will do a new search on that specific 
search term.  You can also click in various boxes and do a new search a few of the search terms combined.   


