
 

NEW COURSE:  ENG 303 Introduction to Shakespeare 

This course moves through Shakespeare’s plays according to 
dramatic genre, including comedy, tragedy, and history. In 
studying these plays, students will pay particular attention to 
dramatic form and literary elements. By the conclusion of the 
class, learners will have developed an appreciation and 
understanding of Shakespeare’s work that will serve them 
well beyond the boundaries of this course. 

This course satisfies the Cultural & Aesthetic Awareness 
requirement. If you're interested in taking this course, contact 
your advisor. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: The Ash & The AHR 

Ashford University has two new student publications: The 
Ash, a literary arts magazine, and The Ashford Humanities 
Review (AHR), a journal that features undergraduate essays 
across the field of Humanities.  Both journals will publish 
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JR: What was your biggest surprise about 
attending college in an online format? 
 
LS: I had attended school online before, so 
nothing was very surprising.  The one 
pleasant surprise I had is that I have been 
able to stay in touch with former classmates 
and instructors.  I even ran into another 
Ashford student at my grandson’s Tae Kwon 
Do class recently! 
 
JR:  That is amazing!  I haven’t met anyone 
in real life yet, but I was surprised that I 
kept in touch with people I met online at 
Ashford.  In a five-week format, you would 
think that people would just come and go, 
but sometimes the other students and the 
instructors do stay in your life. 
 
LS: It all depends on the instructors and 
how involved they are in teaching their 
courses.  Some just foster a warmer, 
friendlier environment that allows us all to 
connect easily. 

As they prepare to graduate, our very own student 
editors chat about classes, hard work, and the future 

JR:  Definitely.  I have found that the entire 
tone of a course is based on how an 
instructor interacts with the students, and 
how much time they spend on the discussion 
boards. 
 
LS: The more the instructor guides us, the 
happier I am.  I have found that the more in 
touch with the class he or she is, the better 
the class is. 
 
JR:  Speaking of better classes, what was 
your favorite class at Ashford? 
 
LS: Whatever one I’m in…afterwards! 
 
JR:  Exactly!  I chose an elective about 
filmmaking, and it was much harder than I 
expected.  But as soon as it was over, it was 
my favorite class. 
 
LS:  It seems that the harder the class is, 
the more you learn. 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

English Exchange March 2015, Vol. 2.1 

3 

 

Can you share with us how long you have been studying 
at Ashford University? 
 
 I started school at Ashford University in the summer of 2012 
and am now finishing my English degree. 
 
What was your experience like during Ashford’s 
admission process? 
 
I spoke to an admissions counselor and asked about Ashford’s 
English programs. There was a bit of uncertainty at first as to 
whether I wanted to study teaching English to non-English 
speakers or if I wanted to focus on literature.   
 
Can you relay a little information about your 
educational experiences before Ashford? 
 

Previously I had attended school at Chattanooga State Community College in Tennessee, both 
on campus and online, but it had been about ten years since I had done any schoolwork other 
than occasionally helping to edit papers. 
 
Was your past school enrollment related to the English field, or is this course of study 
a new undertaking? 
 
I have long been interested in studying English literature. However, it was not my first declared 
major.  I love to read and write, but I started out as a drama student way back in 1999, then 
changed my major to Music and then finally to English.  
 
What is it about literature that you enjoy so much? 
 
I love analyzing the underlying meanings of stories and their relation to our collective cultures. 
Stories and ideas are the most valuable of possessions in my opinion, and yet no one can 
truly possess them. Once a story or idea is shared it changes and becomes something new to 
someone else. 
 
Were there any individuals who helped make your time at Ashford University 
successful, and how did they assist you? 
 
My husband Jeremy, my ten-year-old daughter Sophia, and my best friend Heather have been 
my biggest supporters while completing my degree. They encourage me when I become burnt-
out or when I have the occasional fear that after I graduate I will not be able to use my degree.  
But I am determined to either teach or write, hopefully both. 
 
How do you spend your time outside of school?  

(Continued on pg. 7) 
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Just when you thought that it was impossible for the 
Ashford Writing Center to be more helpful to its university’s 
students, it never ceases to surprise us.  Earlier last month 
during an English Exchange editor’s conference, we began 
discussing the prospect of the new “Grammarly.com” program 
that will be offered through the Ashford Writing Center tab in 
eCollege (on campus students will have a slightly different 
method of logging in). When the subject arose, the two student 
editors, in chorus and seemingly rehearsed, blurted out, 
“Where was this when I started school?”  What a waste of Mr. 
Wilde’s day, and you will certainly agree, many of our own.  
Grammar is often one of the most misunderstood elements of 
the English language, especially for an English major who, at 
the risk of overthinking it, is always supposed to get it right.  
The process of understanding the structural rules related to 
our language’s phrases, clauses, syntax, morphology, 
semantics, and all of the other countless parts of English that 
make up the way we write and speak can be utterly 
confounding.  Never fear because help is here.  It may be too 
late for our student editors, but it might not be for you! 

We were allowed to give Grammarly a test try to see, as 
students, how this program would work “in the real world.”  
One of our student editors copied and pasted into 
Grammarly’s program a meticulously proofread assignment 
for a current course she was taking.  This paper which had 
already been checked with Microsoft Word’s spelling and 
grammar checker still contained grammatical errors that were 
highlighted by Grammarly.  In this particular test of 
Grammarly, comma splices and “squinting modifiers” were 
discovered.  It is horrifying for one to be an English major in 
his or her final courses and to have never heard of a 
“squinting  

(Continued next page) 

Grammarly: 

A Primer.   
“I'm exhausted. I spent all morning putting in a comma 
and all afternoon taking it out.” 

   — Oscar Wilde  

• Go to grammarly.com/edu/ 
students 

• Click “Create Account”  
• Fill in your name, email, 

password, and the access 
code: Ashfordstudent  

• Copy and paste your text 
into Grammarly OR upload 
your file.  

• Hover over the	  “Start 
Review” button to select 
the type of paper.	  “Academic 
essay” is recommended.  

• Click on “Start Review.”  
• Grammarly will highlight 

grammar, style, and 
punctuation issues 
throughout your text.  

• Review the suggestions. 
Either apply the changes 
manually or click	  on the 
green	  suggested correction	  
offered by	  Grammarly.  

• Click the “Next”	  button to 
review each suggested 
correction.  

• Once you’re done, copy and 
paste the final version into 
your Word document.  
 

Grammarly Basics 
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modifier,” let alone be suspect of misusing one.  However, there it was with a very elaborate 
explanation of how this “squinting modifier” would have confused the reader, as a squinting 
modifier is, according to Grammarly, “a word or phrase that may be modifying what proceeds or 
follows it.  This causes confusion, as the sentence could mean two different things.  Moving the 
modifier usually restores clarity to the sentence.”  Not only did it explain where the objectionable 
modifier had missed the mark, but it offered an alternative solution to the problem. Grammarly 
was correct, in moving the modifier that was glaringly “squinting,” the sentence lost its confusing 
tone, and the line was saved.  

Then it was time for the big test of Grammarly, a full-fledged final paper.  Submitted for 
Grammarly’s approval, in its entirety, was this student editor’s fifth-week final paper.  
Grammarly found 27 possible mistakes…27!  This is simply inexcusable.  Each error was 
evaluated, one by one.  Some were suggested changes, and some were blatant mistakes.  Again 
with the comma splices, sorry Mr. Wilde, it did not take the entirety of the afternoon; it took one 
click of the mouse.  The question arose once more, “Where was Grammarly three years ago?”  
What was most incredible was that it not only pointed to possible mistakes in spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, sentence structure, and style, but it offered suggested changes.  It was like having 
one’s own personal grammar prodigy in the room.  This final paper underwent a minimal 
overhaul, but with dramatic results.  Some suggestions were taken, and some were ignored for the 
sake of the student’s individuality and to save, as noted by Grammarly, the writer’s intentional 
“wordiness” in her writing style.  However, in the end, the result was a paper free from 
grammatical error. 

So, to answer some of the big questions, what exactly does Grammarly do?  Grammarly 
scans an entire paper and produces a list of every type of possible grammatical error found in a 
matter of seconds.  It not only assesses academic essays, by default, but it can evaluate a basic 
report, book review, research paper, dissertation, presentation, blog or news post, business 
document, or creative writing piece.  When it is finished reviewing the work, it walks the student 
through each perceived error offering an explanation of why this issue might be incorrect.  Finally, 
it proposes alternative suggestions to fix each inaccuracy.  Types of issues that a typical student 
might find in a final paper (another hint: at the risk of exposure, like that final paper discussed 
above) are incorrect article uses, incorrect verb with personal pronouns, unclear antecedents, 
possibly confused prepositions, vague words, misuse of ‘which’ and ‘that,’ sentence fragments, 
missing articles, split infinitives, redundant preposition, passive voice (not an English “crime” per 
say, but this is certainly frowned upon), infinitive instead of gerund errors, incorrect verb form 
with compound subject, missing commas in compound sentences, improper use of commas, comma 
splices, commas, commas, commas…Oh, Mr. Wilde, this paper really felt your pains, but 
Grammarly left no doubt where and when to put in and take out those very little marks that cause 
such very large writing errors.   

We all love Turnitin for its ability to reassure us that our words are our own and have not 
accidentally been used by those before us.  In addition, Microsoft Word is excellent for pointing out 
misspellings and minor grammatical errors.  However, where these programs fall short, 
Grammarly steps in and fills in the blank spaces.  I am truly sorry, Mr. Wilde, for your wasted 
hours.  Grammarly is a tremendously helpful tool, and the only complaint now is— Where were 
you, Grammarly, three years ago??  I promise you, English majors, and all other majors alike, you 
will be happy to have found this paper-reviewing, grammar-checking program, for never again will 
you have to worry that your modifiers are squinting, or if your commas are splicing! 

 
                               

—  Lora Seabury, English Exchange Student Editor 
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Student Editors’ Dialogue (continued from page 2} 

JR:  I always start a new class overwhelmed; there is so much to learn over five weeks.  By the 
end of the course I know the material, I understand the subject, and I am glad to have learned 
it. 
 
LS: Did you have any problems with online schooling? 
 
JR:  At first I was always scared that the technology would fail me.  For example, during 
quizzes I would panic that my laptop would die.  Over time, I learned to back up everything to 
my OneDrive Cloud and to not worry so much. 
 
LS:  I back up everything!  I email assignments to myself when I’m finished with them so I 
know that no matter what happens I can access my work. 
 
JR:  It only takes one bad experience to teach you to back up everything when you are going to 
school online. 
 
LS:  What are you going to do after graduation? 
 
JR:  I am starting a Master’s degree program in August at Drexel University in Philadelphia.  
It’s online, so I already feel comfortable with what will be expected. 
 
LS:  I’m going to get my Master’s degree as well.  I plan to attend Southern New Hampshire 
University, and I hope to use my English degree to write, especially creative writing.   
 
JR: Well, this is our last issue as Student Editors of the EE.  Any final thoughts? 
 
LS: I have enjoyed working on the English Exchange so much.  I got to meet so many people 
through writing articles and interviews.  That was the best part for me. 
 
JR: I’ve enjoyed it too.  I liked the chance to get to know people I ordinarily would not, like an 
Associate Dean or a college freshman.  I will miss this experience! 

—  Jennifer Reyes, English Exchange Student Editor 
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An Interview with Kiera Beck (continued from page 3) 

Mainly I work, read, or write for personal interest when I can and try to see my daughter after 
work. My husband is a stay-at-home father, so I feel like I don’t get to see my daughter as much 
as he does.  I am hoping that once I graduate this year that this will change. 
 
What do you intend to do professionally after you graduate? 
 
Tentatively, I would say that I want to teach, but to be honest if I were to teach I would have to 
continue my education to teach at a university level. The thought of teaching high school is 
starting to scare me a little. I would love to write, but we will see how that pans out. I have so 
many things I have written and have considered doing.  Perhaps things like podcasts; Welcome 
to Night Vale is an inspiration to me in that department. I want to do something creative, but I 
feel like I have to find my footing again. 
 
Is there anything that you would like to share with the readers of the English 
Exchange?  
 
I am currently working as a waitress in a family-owned restaurant in a small town, but I refuse 
to let that stop me from dreaming big. This is hopefully the first step toward something greater 
than refilling drinks and serving food for the rest of my life. If you want something, you have to 
go out and get it, even if that means deviating from the plan a bit. This was not how I imagined 
finishing my degree when I was in my early twenties, but I always said that when my daughter 
was older I would finish my degree, and now I am. Good luck to everyone else on his or her 
journey. 
 
Kiera, thank you for speaking with the English Exchange, and best of luck to you in 
all of your future endeavors. 
 

Need another good reason to study English? Your brain 
could significantly benefit from it. Recent neuroscience 
research, published in the journal Brain Connectivity, 
found that reading fiction improved a variety of brain 
functions, including enhanced empathy and improved 
imagination and visualization abilities. Reading also 
improves cognition and mental health, helping us to de-
stress, sleep better and even help you stay sharp. 
 

“In Defense of the ‘Impractical’ English Major” by 
Carolyn Gregoire 
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Alexander Cohen, PhD 
Assoc. Dean of Humanities & Social Science 

 
EE: What was it that made you decide Ashford University is 
where you wanted to teach? 
 
Dr. Cohen:  All told, it’s been an exciting three-and-a-half 
years.  I identify closely with the mission of Ashford 
University—bringing education to folks who otherwise might 
not be able to get it, and helping people fulfill their dreams. 
 
EE:  You have taught at both the Ashford campus in Iowa and Ashford’s online school.  What are 
some of the differences between teaching on-campus and teaching online? 
 
Dr. Cohen: In many respects, it’s like comparing apples to oranges.  On ground, there is so much 
enthusiasm in the classroom, which naturally comes from direct contact with the learning 
environment.  Online, there is still excitement, but I find it less tangible and palpable.  But those 
exciting moments can still be created with a bit of creative engineering. 
 
EE:  Can you relay a little information about your educational and professional background? 
 
Dr. Cohen:  Certainly!  I received my B.A. from New York University in History and Political 
Science, and my Master’s and Doctorate degrees in Political Science from the University of Iowa.  
My dissertation was about the relationship between weather and political phenomena.  After 
finishing my education, I joined the Ashford University campus in Clinton, Iowa as an Assistant 
Professor.  I taught Politics and Sociology for three delightful years, and then relocated to San 
Diego to serve first as Academic Department Chair for the Social Sciences, then as Associate Dean.  
My training is largely in quantitative methodology, dataset management, and statistics. 
 
EE: Dr. Cohen, you are the Associate Dean for Humanities and Social Science.  Can you describe 
what an Associate Dean does in his or her department? 
 
Dr. Cohen: A lot of things.  I’m involved in overseeing the day-to-day operations of our programs, 
publicizing the great work that our students and teachers do, hiring new Associate Faculty and 
ensuring that we are adequately staffed, and other tasks as designated by the Executive Dean. 

EE: How do you spend your time when you are not working? 
 
Dr. Cohen: As I am new to San Diego, I have not yet had the chance to get as involved in the 
community as I would like, but I hope that this will change in the coming year.  Work keeps me 
pretty busy, but my hobbies include racquetball, competitive Frisbee, and maintaining my stable 
of pets. 
 
EE: Can you tell our readers something that your students may not know about you? 
 
Dr. Cohen: For reasons that escape me, I have four cats.  
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Dori Biata: Student Editor 
 

The English Exchange is very pleased 
to be able to welcome Dori Biata to its 
student editor staff.  Like many high school 
graduates, in 2011 Dori was uncertain which 
field of study in higher education to pursue, 
but a love of writing and storytelling guided 
the way over the course of her junior college 
career.  Determining that English best suited 
her needs, she states that “through this field 
of study [she] could learn more about the art 
of writing,” which will hopefully lead her to 
her ultimate career goal of “becoming a 
published writer.”  Besides writing, she is 
contemplating teaching as she “wants to 
inspire children to see the magic of English in 
the books they read.”    

Dori states that after reviewing many 
great schools, she chose Ashford University 
because she “really loved the different types 
of English classes that were available.”  With 
the focus of a B.A. in English as her ambition, 
Dori has now been a student at Ashford for 
five months.  The class that she has enjoyed 
the most to date has been English Literature 
after 1865.  “This experience has opened me 
up to a whole new world,” said Dori. 

On a personal note, Dori enjoys the 
support of her family, and in her free time 
likes singing, spending time with friends, and 
swimming.  
 
 
 
 

Jessica Acuna: Student Editor 
 

Jessica Acuna has recently been 
chosen as one of the new student editors of 
the English Exchange newsletter. As a 
graduate with her A.A. degree in Liberal Arts 
from Victor Valley College, CA, Jessica is 
currently taking her fourth class at Ashford 
University with the aspiration of one day 
becoming a high school English teacher.   

A.U. was Jessica’s school of choice 
because, as she says, “The convenience of a 
program offered all online just made sense.”  
Jessica’s need for convenience is clear, as she 
has three children who have what can only be 
described as “crazy sport and school 
schedules.”  However, Jessica assures us that 
she has a “wonderful support system at 
home,” and states that her husband, Felipe, 
is her “rock.”  Proof of this is reflected in the 
fact that Jessica has just recently received 
her invitation to be a member of the Golden 
Key Honor Society.    

So far, Jessica’s favorite class has been 
American Literature up to 1865.  “I enjoyed 
this class the most because I was finally able 
to read the works of famous authors such as 
Edgar Allen Poe, Frederick Douglass, and 
Walt Whitman.”  Interestingly, Jessica told 
the English Exchange that she believes that 
English “intimidates people,” so her ultimate 
goal will be to “show students that they don't 
have to…fear English.”  
 

Introducing the 

New Class of 

English 

Exchange 

Student Editors 
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What’s New? (Continued from page 1) 
 

their inaugural issues this spring.  Watch the Student Portal 
and your Ashford email account for more information.  For 
information on how to submit work to the journals, visit 
www.ashford.submittable.com and create an account. 

 

NEW TOOLS IN eCOLLEGE:  Jobs in English 

If you’re taking upper-division English courses, you may have 
noticed a new link in the left-hand navigation of the course: 
Jobs in English.  This link will take you to a wealth of 
employment resources specifically designed for English majors. 
Check it out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 
Countdown 

________ 
 

10 Good Reasons 
to Start a Blog: 

(according to about.com) 

 
1. To express your 

thoughts and opinions 
2. To market or promote 

something 
3. To help people 
4. To establish yourself 

as an expert 
5. To connect with people 

like you 
6. To make a difference 
7. To stay active or 

knowledgeable in a 
field or topic 

8. To stay connected with 
friends and family 

9. To make money 
10. To have fun and be 

creative 
 
 

5 Literary Blogs  
You Should Check Out: 
 
Los Angeles Review of 
Books 
 
The Awl 
 
Electric Lit 
 
Hazlitt 
 
The New Inquiry 
 



 

 

    

Dr. Gabriel Scala,  

Faculty Editor 

jodigabriel.scala@ashford.edu 

 

FUN WITH POLLING! 

Send an email to 
englishexchange@ashford.edu 
and tell us what you’re 
currently reading! 

 

Lora Seabury is a senior 
at Ashford University 
majoring in English.  She 
was the first student editor 
to join the English 
Exchange staff. 

Jennifer Reyes, an 
Ashford senior, is majoring 
in Library Science and 
Media. She is the new 
Student Editor of the 
English Exchange. 

A Note from the Editor 
 

 

Happy Spring! 

It’s been a relatively mild winter here in Richmond, Virginia, 
but I’m ready for spring nonetheless!  Every year, around this 
time, I have an overwhelming urge to do two things: clean and 
get moving.  There’s just something about the cold, short days 
of winter that make me want to hibernate under a stack of 
blankets and really good books.  But when the days get longer 
and the weather gets warmer, I trade those blankets in for 
hiking boots and tents; and I trade my paperbacks for my 
kindle (it’s easier to haul around).  At the moment, I’m reading 
Haruki Murakami’s 1Q84.  What are you reading? 

Gabriel Scala 

We at the English Exchange 
are going to greatly miss our 
veteran editors, Lora Seabury 
and Jennifer Reyes, as they 
both successfully end their 
time at Ashford University and 
move on to graduate school.  
It’s been such a pleasure 
working with these capable, 
intelligent and dedicated 
students.  We are eternally 
grateful for their commitment 
and hard work and wish them 
the very best of  
luck! 


